w22 VOTES anp PROCEEDINGS, June, 1798,

due to the petitioner Sarah, as adminiftratrix of the faid Samuel Geift, decealed, who died in«
teftate ; that the faid Francis Holton 1s ready to pay the remainder, and intereft thercon ; and
therefore praying an a& may pafs, to enable the faid Sarah Geift to convey the faid land to the
faid Francis Holton.

Adjourned ull 3 o’clock.

P O S T M E R I D I E M.

"The houfe met. Mr. Ford appeared in the houfe.
"I'he queftion being put, That the houfe concur with the following meflage to the fenate ?
‘W as determined in the affirmative,

By the HOUSE of DELEGATES, June 12, 5778,

May it pleafe your honours, |

HIS excellency the governor having recommended to the general affembly to take into confi-
deration the conftitution and form of government, and this houfe, from experience, having dif-
covered feveral imperfections therein ; and as the mode prefcribed fos alterations and amendments
is attendea with confiderable delay, think it will be highly expedient, in the courfe of this feffion,
to lay the foundation of fuch amendments as may be thought neceffary for the circumftances of
the flate. 1’0o accomplifh this we propofe, if agreeable to your honours, as the moft eligible and
expeditious method, a joint committee of both houfes; fhould you concur with us in opinion,
this houfe will be ready to appoint a committee to meet the gentlemen appeinted by your henour-
able body. |

A FFIRMATTIYVE

Read, Semmes, W Goldfborough, Veazey, Brice, Smith,
%.R. Barnes, M¢Pherfon, R.Geld{borough,Ward, Quynn, - Chafe,
3 Plowden, Forbes, Henry, Weft, Douglafs, Sprigg,
% Lethrbury, Hanfon, Murray, Contee, Mafon, J. Barnes,
<= Maxwell, Gibfon, Daffin, " Bruff, Stainton, Hughes.
Lloyd, H.Goldfborough, \. :
| NEGATTIV E
. Ford, Tillard, Steveafon, Magruder, Bond, Williams,
& Gretham, Somervill, Shepherd, Edelen, Smithfon, Bayly,
“ Hammond, Chew, Alexander, Sheredine, Burgefs, Crabb.
Worthington,  Deye, Bowie, H. Wilfon,

The meflage was fent to the fenate by Mr. Chafe and Mr. Smith,

WHEREAS it appcars, by the letter figned Henry Lee, M. P. L. D. and direfted to capt.
William Lindfay, partifan corps of light dragoons, that the faid Henry Lee, by virtue of powers
and authority committed to him by the board of war, hath authorifed, dire€ted and empowered
the faid capt. Lindfay to feize, for the public fervice, fuch geldings belonging to the inhabitants of
the peninfula formed by the Belaware and Chefapeake bays, as he may judge fuitable for the dra-

oon fervice. In the execution of this power he is enjoined to difcriminate between the well af-
fected and difaffe@ed ; heis to pay particular attention to the fpeculators in the horfe trade, whofe
pernicious traffick has fo much enhanced the price of horfes ; he is direfted to tender a generous
price to the proprictors of the horfe prior to feizyre; fhould it not fatisfy, he is to pay the ap-
praifement of the horfe as valued by two men on oath, the one chofen by himfelf, the other by &i}e
owner of the horfe ; thould the proprietor refufe receiving the appraifed value of his horfe, he is
to make him a tender of the fum before evidences, and. bring off the horfe, granting him a certificate
purporting what he had done. In the exercife of this power, he is to regulate his conduct by
difcretion, and a& with moderation : ‘ . o

ResoLvED, That this fate has been particularly attentive to every proper application, and
will at all times cheerfully afford every aid and affiftance in fupport of the common caufe,

REesoLvED, That the board of war have not any power to order or dire¢t the feizure of pro-
perty within this ftate, and that the exercife of fuch a power cannot be fuffered with fafety to the
jurifdi@ion, freedom, and fovereignty thereof. _ o

REesoLvep, That his excellency the governor be requefted to give every affiftance in his power
to the purchafe of horfes for the ufe of the army, but that he put an immediate ftop to all feizures
in virtue of fuch authority, and that he tran{mit a copy of the faid letter of inftruftion, together
with thefe refolves, to congrefs.

Sent up for concurrence by Mr. Henry and Mr. R. Goldfborough.

Adjourned till next day ¢ o'clock.
SATURDAY,



